
Monsignor McSweeney World Hunger Drive- January 29th Mission Trip  

Connected in Christ  

Father Pat reached out to the MMWHD committee shortly after he became Pastor at St. Matthew.  We 
can all imagine how long his “To-Do List” was and growing by the day, but Father Pat made it his mission 

to see how St. Matthew was helping our Sisters 
and Brother in Haiti.  What a commitment!    

The schedule was jam packed over 6 days 
starting with our flight at 4:30 AM Monday until 
returning home late Saturday night.  The daily 
itinerary was full starting with prayer, mass and 
adoration every day at 5:45 AM and ending 
with night prayer at 9 PM.  We joined the 
Brothers of Missionaries of the Poor in prayer 
and Liturgy of Hours.  Their spiritual connection 
provided us and the Brothers with strength to 
serve the poorest of poor every day.  The 
January 29th mission trip itinerary included visits 

to two MOP missions in Cap Haitien and 
Port-au-Prince, meeting with the 
Archdioceses of both to discuss 
improvements to Catholic education, the 
rededication and renaming Tremesse 
school to St. Mark Catholic School, working 
in the MOP Centers; St. Joseph, an 
orphanage for disabled children, Azile an 
elderly nursing home, and Bethlehem, a 
hospice center for AIDS/HIV.  We toured 
and met Haitien families in the countryside 
near St. Mark School and within Cap 
Haitien.   

The Haiti Mission Team included Father 
Pat, my wife- Patty, my niece from Tennessee- Amanda, St. Matthew’s parishioners- Sandy Farrelly and 
Joe Becker, and two Hands for Haiti Board members from Texas; Cindy Tice and Deborah Sargeant.     



The Team worked 
in the Centers 
with the Brothers, 
who are from 
Africa, India, the 
Philippines and 
Belize.   We 
played with St. 
Marks’ school 
children and 
visited their 
families. We met 

the Archbishop of Port-au-Prince and the Diocesan Administrator of the Archdiocese of Cap Haitien and 
celebrated Mass at St. Mark with Father Gabriel, Father Lilly, Father Leon, Father Max and Father Pat.   
We touched and served many of the MOP residents throughout the week and visited New Hope 
Hospital with Dr. Eugene.   Even though we were all from different countries with cultural differences 
and upbringings, and multiple languages, we were all connected in Christ! 

Moved by the Spirit!  

As the first Sunday of Lent Gospel readings announces… “For I was hungry and you gave me something 
to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in, I 
needed clothes and you clothed me, I was sick and you looked after me…”. The Mission team saw the 

hungry, the thirsty, the 
stranger, the naked and the 
sick.  Literally.  St. Matthew 
parishioners have provided for 
the least of our brothers and 
sisters by supporting the 
Missionaries of the Poor and St. 
Mark Catholic School.  The 
229,000 pounds of food and 
supplies that St. Mathew’s 

parishioners provide are critical to run the centers for both the Brothers and 
residents.  The meal packages have been mostly used for food lines and helping the 
MOP staff to feed their families.     

 

 



The residents of MOP, nearly 230 in Haiti, 
have been rejected by their families because 
of their condition, but they choose to love 
and be joyful, as Jesus did.   The MOP 
Brothers caring for the residents have given 
up their families and homeland for the MOP 
community life and to spread the Gospel 
everyday by their words and actions. The 
residents and the Brothers have all been 
moved by the Spirit.    It wasn’t about 
completing tasks, working hard, or providing 
things for them.  It was about showing them 
they are not forgotten and being part of a community.  The 
simple interactions provided us all the opportunity to see the 
face of Jesus Christ.   

As planned, in honor of Mark Creasser, the mission team participated in the rededication and renaming 
of Tremesse School to St. Mark Catholic School and Chapel after St. Mark, the evangelist and Gospel 
writer.  Mark Creasser was truly a powerful evangelist with his words, but more importantly with his 
actions of helping the poorest of the poor.   

We rededicated the School 
to the Catholic Church in 
Haiti. The education for 200 
children, which St. Matthew 
parish helps to support, is 
critical, along with the daily 
food provided by the meal 
packages, chicken eggs and 
tilapia.  St. Mark School not 
only educates children but 
also provides economic 
benefits in an area which has 
little to none with 37 staff 
members and ongoing 
construction projects. But 
without Faith and Love 
through Jesus Christ it means 
nothing.   The spiritual 
impact that Father Leon and 

the Archdiocese have made is overwhelming.  St. Mark Catholic School has been moved by the Spirit 
and is on the front lines of evangelizing the Gospel in an area which is greatly influenced by Voodoo.   



Father Max and Father Rodel with the MOP and Father Leon with St. Mark’s are forever grateful for St. 
Matthew support. The MMWHD committee and Father Pat are also thankful for St. Matthew’s 
parishioners, who have been Moved by the Spirit!  Words cannot communicate the impact you have 
made on our Sister and Brothers in Haiti.  

Steve Favory 

 

  

 

 

 

 



 

 

 


