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Education is Key to the Uncertain Future of  Haiti 
The situation in Haiti has unfortunately progressed to a more intense level of despair.  The civil 
unrest and gang violence continues and the government mandated schools to postpone the start of 
the  new school  year.  Additionally,  gang  activities  are  not  allowing  any  schools  to  open.   The 
administration and teachers are meeting to plan the new school year,  and are eager to get the 
students back in the classroom.

 Armed  gangs  have  blocked  all  fuel  deliveries  pushing  up 
gasoline to $30 per gallon on the black market. Since fuel is not 
available  most  hospitals  had  to  close  since  they  can  not  run 
their generators. Gangs have been looting aid warehouses and 
currently all shipments to Haiti have stopped. On top of all this, 
there is a cholera out break in Haiti, which last time killed over 
10,000 people. The United Nations Security Council recently 
met to discuss the dire situation in the country and passed a 
resolution intended to target the gang violence. 
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CONGRATULATIONS to the class of 2022 
- St. Marc’s First Graduating Class - 

It has always been the dream of Hands for Haiti to expand the school from the two classes of 
grades 1 and 2 under the tent in 2010, to include the high school grades.  And this year, three 

students, Richelieu Djery, Romeus Walky and Ylus Josiane 
passed the Grade 13 National Test.   This is a tremendous 
feat in the county of Haiti, only 20% of eligible students 
enroll  in secondary school  and then only 16.6%  of  this 
small group ever graduate.  We are so incredibly proud of 
these students, their teachers, and their families. 

St. Marc’s overall pass rate for 2021/2022 was a spectacular 
77%.   Given the  difficulties  of  this  school  year,  we are 
thrilled with the determination of our students.  The 77% 
pass rate is the best rate our school has achieved and it is 
one  of  the  highest  pass  rates  in  Northern  Haiti.  Our 
previous record pass rate was 74% back in 2019. Future Graduates
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Hands for Haiti is in the News 
It has been a few years since the COVID restrictions and security 
concerns in Haiti allowed us to organize a large mission trip as the 
one pictured above from 2017.  Five of our board members attended 
that trip and three are in the photo above, Cindy Tice, Joe Becker 
and  Joanna  Patcha.  In  addition,  Patty  Favory  is  pictured  in  the 
photo. Steve Favory and Steve Gephardt also attended this trip. 

We have found other avenues to promote the great work of Hands 
for Haiti. Ernest Dwight, our board chairman did a radio interview 
with WSGE, which is available on our website under “Our Work - 
News” dropdown . and also a video interview with PBS Charlotte.  
Both  events  highlighted  the  20th  annual  Monsignor  McSweeney 
World  Hunger  Drive  which  is  a  meal  packing  event  with 
partnership  with  Servants  with  a  Heart.  The  event  was  a  huge 
success  and  the  parishioners  of  St.  Matthew  Catholic  Church 
packed over 300,000 meals.  285,000 meals were sent to support 
the Missionaries of the Poor in Haiti.  Unfortunately the shipping 
container is  been held up at the port in Cap Haitien due to the 
current turmoil in Haiti.

Hands for Haiti  also had a presence at the Diocese of Charlotte 
Eucharistic  Congress  in  August  and  the  Carolina  Haitian  Food 
Festival in Charlotte in September.  

              STUDENT SPOTLIGHT - GERLINE FLOREAL 

✦ She is 22 years old and will be in the 12th grade. 
✦ Gerline has been a student at St. Marcs for four years. 
✦ Mr. Floreal, her father is an academic advisor at our school 

and has been on staff since the school’s inception. 
✦ Gerline would like to pursue a career as a nurse.

100% of Donations 
Support Our Work 

in Haiti 

Hands for Haiti  is  incredibly 
fortunate  that  our  generous 
board  members  are  able  to 
co ver  the  min ima l  US 
o verhead  cos t s  o f  the 
organization.   Unlike,  many 
charitable organization, all  of 
the money donated to support 
the students of St. Marc goes 
directly  to  support  our  work 
in Haiti.  In addition, We are 
honored that Hands for Haiti 
r ecent l y  ea r ned  a  2022 
Platinum Seal of Transparency 
from  GuideStar  giving  our 
donors  confidence  that  their 
dollars are being spent wisely. 
As you finalize your 2022 year-
end  tax  p l ann ing  and 
charitable  contributions, 
please keep us in mind! 

Please visit our website to 
easily make a donation.  
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Help Us Reach Our Goals 
- Capital Campaign Funding Phase Two - 

Phase two of our expansion includes:

✦ 2 three-classroom buildings for our Trade School
✦ 2 two-classrooms buildings for our Secondary School
✦ Computer room/ library
✦ An additional restroom building
✦ Upgraded solar generating system

We  have  partnered  with  Food  for  the  Poor  who  will  provide 
construction  oversight  and  management.  Donations  from  our 
generous donors have almost reached $150,000 of the $200,000 
costs.  We are ready for construction to begin once Haiti’s fuel and 
security situation allow the general contractor to mobilize on-site.

     HAITI INTERESTING FACTS 
✦ Haiti shares the island of Hispaniola with the Dominican Republic. 
✦ The country is slightly smaller than the state of Maryland, yet is 

densely populated with just under 12,000,000 people. 
✦ Jovenel Moïse, elected president in 2017 was assassinated in 

July 7th, 2021. The country has been in turmoil since this event. 
✦ 80% of Haitians live on less than $3 per day.

 Have I not commanded you? Be strong 
and courageous. Do not be afraid; do not 
be discouraged, for the LORD your God 

will be with you wherever you go. 
Joshua 1:9 
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Phase One 
Completed 

Phase One of our expansion 
included the addition of five 
permanent classrooms.  The 
construction on this project 
was completed in late 
summer and the buildings 
are ready for occupancy.  We 
are awaiting the arrival of the 
classroom desks which have 
been blocked due to gang 
violence and unrest.  We pray 
the port in Cap Haitien will 
soon be opened and the 
desks will be ready to use 
when schools reopen.

AFTER

BEFORE
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  for Haiti - St. Marc’s Catholic School SUMMER 2022

Thank you for making a 
difference in the lives of 

the children of Haiti! Founders and Operators  
of St. Marc School

www.handsforhaiti.org

Hands for Haiti 
PO Box 49051 
Charlotte, NC 28277
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